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Case Study:
Thermo Fisher Scientific

Centralized Integrated Monitoring
Thermo Fisher Scientific
Thermo Fisher is a biotechnology company that is the result of a 2006 merger between
Thermo Electron and Fisher Scientific. Since the merger, the company has gone on
to become a multinational corporation with offices all over the world. Recently, the
Middletown, Virginia office had a new fire protection system installed. Brewer Fire, a
contractor based out of Charleston, West Virginia was chosen to head the project.
Brewer decided to utilize Potter’s PFC-6800 Fire Alarm Control Panel, and wanted to
integrate the panel into their current monitoring interface. Potter introduced Brewer Fire
to Layered Solutions Inc, one of Potter’s technology partners that provide emergency
management solutions and specialize in integrating technologies in order to ensure
occupancy and building protection.

Implementation
Layered Solutions provides the ability to support IP enabled third party integration. This
means that Brewer was able to utilize the existing hardwire configuration in the building,
and extrapolate it using Potter’s PFC-6800 Addressable Fire Alarm Control Panel. The
entire system can then be viewed through the Layered Solutions interface, which has
been installed via a 55” monitor located in the security guard area. The display shows
the system being monitored in real time using detailed graphics.
Four Potter PFC-6800 fire panels were installed throughout the building and retrofitted
using the hardwire infrastructure left behind from a previous, outdated system. The PFC6800 was chosen due to its adaptability and open platform, making it very flexible and
capable of servicing a variety of applications. The panels, as well as every supervisory
and flowswitch, are monitored through the Layered Solutions platform. Because this
is such a wide ranging project with many unique features, it was important that the
panels chosen were non-proprietary. Mark Moriarty, Head Technician on the project
said, “The PFC-6800 was the right choice because it has an open platform that makes it
very versatile. Pete Rogers, Ron Rhodes, Greg Grim, myself, and all of the Brewer Project
Delivery Team are happy to be able to make additions and updates to the system easily,
and we’re looking forward to doing a lot
more with it”.

Daily Operation
The system is currently protecting
the over one hundred Thermo Fisher
employees in the building. The security
staff is thrilled by how easy it is to monitor
the system, as well as inspect the system
wirelessly using an iPad. There are many
plans for the future, as they look to install
voice evacuation as well as intruder alerts.
With the versatility of a Layered Solutions
monitoring system that utilizes the Potter
series of fire alarm control panels, the list
of capabilities is virtually endless.

Product Highlights
PFC-6800
The PFC-6800 is a
single loop expandable
to eight loop analog/
addressable fire alarm
control panel.

Brewer & Co. of WV
3601 7th Avenue
Charleston, WV 25387
304-744-5314

Brewer & Company currently provides
fire protection services to WV and all
surrounding states. Services provided
include fire suppression systems, fire
alarm systems, maintenance, testing
and repair.

Layered Solutions, Inc.
1610 E. Greyhound Pass, Suite A
Carmel, IN 46032
317-564-3208

Layered Solutions is an experienced
emergency management solutions
provider that makes communications
to multiple people in an emergency,
stressful situation—even an ordinary
day—virtually automatic.

Potter Electric Signal Co.
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St. Louis, MO 63042
800-325-3936

Monitors located in the security
guard area show the system being
monitored in real time.

As an independent fire systems
company with a focus on tailored
customer service, Potter earns its
customer’s business with superior
innovation and continued dedication
to life safety.

